
● Morning Reminders
● Gifted & Talented/Advanced Programs Advisory Committee
● Student Behavior Intervention
● Parent Academy Kick-off
● PTA Yard Sale
● Lego Donations for Gifted & Talented
● Pets on School Property
● Recreation & Parks Before & After School Classes
●

Morning Reminders

● Adult supervision at the school does not begin until 9:10 am. Teachers and staff
are in meetings and planning until that time.

● Designated Arrival/Dismissal Areas for Students
● Kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade students enter and dismiss through

the front doors.
● 3rd grade and 4th grade students enter and dismiss through the side

doors located by the 3rd grade wing.
● 5th grade students will walk to and from the blacktop.
● **All students will enter through the front doors if they arrive after 9:25am.

Seeking Members for the GT/Advanced Programs Advisory
Committee



The Howard County Public School System seeks new members for the GT/Advanced
Programs Advisory Committee. Curriculum advisories serve as a forum for sharing
ideas, information, and concerns, as well as suggesting initiatives for continuous
improvement and academic excellence in HCPSS. The Advisory will meet between 3-5
times during the school year.

By Sept. 13, please complete the interest form if you are interested in serving on this
advisory committee. All applicants will be contacted by October 1. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Debbie Blum, Coordinator, Gifted and Talented
Education, at debbie_blum@hcpss.org.

Student Behavior Intervention - HCPSS Policy 9400

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) is committed to providing a safe,
engaging, and supportive school environment that fosters the social and emotional
safety, dignity, and well-being of all students. HCPSS acknowledges the need for
employees

1. to use an array of research-based positive behavior interventions, strategies, and
supports to address student behaviors and keep students safe

2. to minimize the practice of exclusion from the classroom environment
3. to minimize the practice of physical restraint (which may only be used when

necessary to protect a student or other person from imminent, serious, physical
harm and only after other less intrusive, nonphysical interventions have failed or
been determined inappropriate).

It is an expectation that HCPSS employees will be responsive to all incidents of
exclusion or physical restraint and appropriately case manage impacted students to
minimize unsafe behaviors and maximize instructional engagement.

Additional information can be found at HCPSS Policy 9400 - Student Behavior
Intervention. If you have any questions regarding this policy or its implementation,
please contact a school administrator.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSduQtswAns0E9OchI7WQ0NZJhw9v9pkUEuFWRA_u-LKZmuEpw%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7C612ab93931404722daa108dcd0fc3afa%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638615028955120778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RLKi38TsMgi27g5VbNHGv0zclLyXzcks28RcEfUOdew%3D&reserved=0
mailto:debbie_blum@hcpss.org
https://policy.hcpss.org/9000/9400/#:~:text=The%20HCPSS%20prohibits%20the%20use,is%20allowed%20to%20leave%3B%20or
https://policy.hcpss.org/9000/9400/#:~:text=The%20HCPSS%20prohibits%20the%20use,is%20allowed%20to%20leave%3B%20or


2024-2025 Parent Academy KickOff, Sept. 25, 2024

HCPSS parents, guardians and family members are invited to join HCPSS
Superintendent Willliam J. Barnes, school system leaders and community organizations
for this valuable information night to prepare for a successful academic year. The event
will also feature various workshop topics which provide access to resources and
support.

The 2024-2025 Parent Academy Kick-Off will be held Wednesday, Sept. 25 from 6-8:30
p.m at Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia. Dinner will be
provided from 5:15-6 p.m. Registration is encouraged.

Workshop topics include:
● College and Career Readiness/Career Exploration
● Maryland’s Blueprint for the Future
● Navigating the School System for Student Success
● Mental Health
● Advanced Programs K-12
● Social Media Safety & Security
● Elementary ELA, Reading, and the Library
● Math Programs
● Financial Literacy
● Immigration Law
● Early Childhood Programs

Flyers for distribution:
● Parent Academy Kick-Off Flyer - English
● Parent Academy Kick-Off Flyer - Spanish
● Parent Academy Kick-Off Flyer - Korean
● Parent Academy Kick-Off Flyer - Chinese

Please contact 410.313.1293 for more information.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1BrOtpl5YUCe-q6Ml_uySBC67jyYROoDjdTiLDdSjR0c%2Fedit&data=05%7C02%7CSheree_Tilley%40hcpss.org%7Cf343e6238628448d36aa08dccc3bf975%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638609805165814943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BoHXavJVtX38c7fYWqbv9eOanyx%2FW%2B69RlxlsS%2FOpwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16AR7hCJ3p_9UvIEi0RNH4A9GUoig3QGO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11WOzkMva5oE0M23OdWFNtLtdYYLnN3A3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n1BLX-iNjIT9eAmWGY4v6gxk0sg9FKqC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hQjbwlBxvx-Ei2SOlkPIrhHuiElBbOdS/view?usp=sharing


PTA Yard Sale



Lego Donations for Gifted & Talented - STILL NEEDED PLEASE

Pets on School Property

Animals in schools or offices, whether leashed or not, present safety, environmental,
and liability issues. Students and staff may be exposed to potential physical hazards,
such as bites, and/or allergy- related health problems. As a result, animals are
prohibited within Howard County Public School (HCPSS) buildings. Animals are also
prohibited on school system property during arrival, dismissal, recess, and other



HCPSS-sponsored outdoor activities. Thank you for your support in ensuring all
students and staff are safe.

Recreation & Parks Before & After School Classes

Sign up for Fall 2024 Before & After School Classes from Howard County Recreation & Parks
has begun.These classes provide fun, structured, educational, and enriching activities for
students, benefitting both the child(ren) and parents!



Important Dates

Sept 10 General PTA Meeting 7:15 - 8:15 pm

Oct 5 HES Community Yard Sale

Oct 19 Trunk or Treat - 12:00 - 2:00 pm


