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MESSAGE FROM ADMINISTRATION

Hello HES family and a big THANK YOU to Mrs. Moraff for allowing me to be a guest

contributor in this week's Tiger Tales!

My name is Lauren White and my son, Blake, is a kindergartener this year at
Hammond. I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself and share that Blake has
Down syndrome. For those that don't know what that is, it simply means that he was
born with an extra copy (3 instead of just 2) of this 21st chromosome. What does that
truly mean? It means that Blake may have some physical differences from other kids,
his development (physical & mental) may be a little slower to catch up to his peers
similar in age, and he may be prone to more health issues as he grows. For those of
you that know Blake or may have met him in passing, you know that he is not his
diagnosis. If anything, the little extra chromosome only adds to the awesomeness that is
Blake.



Why am I sharing this? Because next Thursday, March 21st, is World Down Syndrome
Day (WDSD). On this day, families and friends across the WORLD celebrate individuals,
like Blake, who rock their extra chromosome proudly. In honor of WDSD, our family
would like to encourage you & your Hammond student(s) to wear the CRAZIEST
socks you've got to help us spread kindness, awareness, & inclusion.Why socks,
you ask? Under a microscope, socks look very similar to chromosomes. Also, socks are
a metaphor to symbolize that while all of our socks may be different, they are inevitably
all the same.

To everyone that has been so welcoming to Blake and our family this year, THANK
YOU! As a mom of a special needs kiddo, it is a relief to know that Blake is in such an
inclusive environment here at HES and I'm so proud we're a part of this Tiger tribe!

We can’t wait to see everyone’s CRAZY socks!

Heather Moraff, Principal
Nykia Mapson, Assistant Principal

A NOTE FROM ORCHESTRA

Please join me in congratulating 5th Grade Orchestra students Teni Onijala (violin) and
Harrison Price (bass) on their participation in the Elementary School Honors Orchestra
(ESHO)! The concert was held on Saturday, March 2 at Guilford Park HS.

SPRING PLANTING

The installation of the Hammond Elementary garden is scheduled for Saturday, April 6,
from 9:30 to 11:30. We'll be resizing and relocating the current beds to create more
pathway room for students, ensuring they're filled with soil, and starting the planting
process. Volunteers are encouraged to join in on any or all aspects of the project, so
don't forget to bring your gardening gloves!



GET INTO THE SPIRIT! CATCH THE READING WAVE!



LITERACY NIGHT FOR GRADES KINDERGARTEN - 2ND



HARLEM WIZARDS GAME! WIZFIT CHALLENGE!

As you know by now, the students of Hammond Elementary School are teaming
up with theWorld Famous Harlem Wizards to help raise funds for the HES PTA
with their newWizFit Challenge On 03-18-2024 there will be a Graduation
Celebration where every student will participate and win free prizes.

On 03-18-24 at Hammond High School, the party continues with the Harlem
Wizards Vs the Teachers basketball game. The game begins at 7 pm and the
doors will open at 6 pm. Be sure to purchase your tickets for the game in advance.

Your generous donations to the WizFit Challenge support all of the PTA's
programs all year long. These include community events (like the Ice Cream
Social, Trunk or Treat, Talent Show, Spring Carnival, and Multicultural Night);
staff appreciation events; grants for large projects (such as replacing the
fence around the school garden); reimbursement to staff for classroom
supplies; field trips; special assemblies; and grade-specific events like the
5th-grade dance and moving up ceremonies. Our goal is to raise $10,000.
Students can request donations from friends and family to support them
participating in theWizFit Challenge. We're excited to see our school come
together for this fundraising program.

REGISTER NOW

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fw2Yp5fal9HsPK5cQuTii0g~~%2FAAAAAQA~%~~&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7C5d86731667d540c69ea508dc37b07257%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638446478182937325%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=guu2I57Qq1HTMGJ%2BiRVCeyWkxZTDBm7fPIvWoRAJklk%3D&reserved=0


DIVERSITY, EQUALITY, & INCLUSION



TESTING DATES

Grade 5 Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA)

Students in 5th grade will take the Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA)
assessment on March 4th, March 5th, March 7th and March 8th. Students who are
absent on the testing dates will participate in a makeup session during the March
4th-22nd testing window. MISA measures student achievement on the Maryland
Content Standards in Science in Grade 5 (testing content from Grades 3, 4 and 5). To
learn more about MISA, please visit the HCPSS Testing page. Students are
encouraged to bring corded headphones (if possible). Wireless or bluetooth
headphones are not compatible with the testing platform.

UPCOMING: Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program
(MCAP)
Students in grades 3-5 will take the Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program
(MCAP) during the month of April and/or May. The MCAP assessments measure
student achievement on the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards in English
language arts and math. To learn more about MCAP, please visit HCPSS Maryland
Comprehensive Assessment page.

Students in grades 3-5 are encouraged to bring in their own corded headphones
(if possible). Wireless or bluetooth headphones are not permitted during the
MCAP Assessments.

Before testing, make sure your child gets a good night’s rest and eats a hearty and
filling meal before testing.

MCAP Testing Dates

Grade ELA Math

5th 4/4, 4/5, 4/8, 4/9 4/29, 4/30

4th 4/11, 4/12, 4/15, 4/16 5/1, 5/2, 5/6 ,5/7

3rd 4/22, 4/23, 4/24, 4/26 5/8, 5/9, 5/15, 5/16

***Makeup testing will take place during the testing window.

https://www.hcpss.org/academics/testing/
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/testing/mcap/
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/testing/mcap/


5th Grade Simulated Congressional Hearings: Your Help Needed!

The Simulated Congressional Hearings are an exciting rite of passage for our 5th
graders. We are busy preparing already for this event on May 31.

Register Here: http://tinyurl.com/2024-SCH-RSVP

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2024-SCH-RSVP&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7C7c7e225e904c4b5baa8b08dc280dba84%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638429286630279224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qim6EH77OTvlL6UGj6HODOnMHDDB6PfCLwThqvwxjEA%3D&reserved=0


GIRLS ON THE RUN

OUTDOOR RECESS

Cold weather has arrived!!! We wanted to remind you that students will still be going
outside for recess each day. Please make sure you send your child to school with warm
clothes. All clothing needs to be labeled with your child's name. Below you will find the
HCPSS criteria we consider when having outdoor activities.

Temperature and humidity
• Wind chill
• Heat index and air quality
• Age of students
• Length of time outdoors

• Adequacy of the children’s clothing
• Condition of the playground
• Falling precipitation (more than a
sprinkle or mist)
• Thunder and lightning



Generally, it is assumed that students will be outside for recess, physical education, or
any other outdoor activity when the temperature combined with the wind chill is not less
than 20 degrees Fahrenheit or the heat index is less than 95.

IMPORTANT DATES

Mon. Mar. 18-22 Literacy Spirit Week
Mon. Mar. 18 Harlem Wizards Game at Hammond High School (pm)

Wed. Mar. 20 Restaurant Night at The Charmery

Mon. Mar. 25- SPRING BREAK – Schools Closed
Mon. Apr. 1

Thu. Apr. 4 5th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Fri. Apr. 5 5th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Sat. Apr. 6 Spring Gardening

Mon. Apr. 8 5th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Tues. Apr. 9 5th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Wed. Apr. 10 Professional Work Day Schools closed for students

Thu. Apr. 11 4th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Fri. Apr. 12 4th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Sat. Apr. 13 PTA Spring Carnival

Mon. Apr. 15 4th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Tue. Apr. 16 4th Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Tue. Apr. 16 Literacy Night for Grades K-2

Wed. Apr. 17 Report Cards issued

Mon. Apr. 22 3rd Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Tue. Apr. 23 3rd Grade MCAP testing for ELA

Wed. Apr. 24 3rd Grade MCAP testing for ELA,
Wed. Apr. 24 Spring Concert

Fri.. Apr. 26 3rd Grade MCAP testing for ELA



Mon. Apr. 29 5th Grade MCAP testing for Math

Tue. Apr. 30 5th Grade MCAP testing for Math

Wed. May 1 4th Grade MCAP testing for Math

Thu. May 2 4th Grade MCAP testing for Math

Mon. May 6 4th Grade MCAP testing for Math

Tue. May 7 4th Grade MCAP testing for Math

Wed. May 8 3rd Grade MCAP testing for Math

Thu. May 9 3rd Grade MCAP testing for Math

Wed. May 15 3rd Grade MCAP testing for Math

Thur. May 16 3rd Grade MCAP testing for Math


