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A Message from Admin

Dear HES Families,

As we approach the end of the first marking period, we would like to remind you of the academic

resources available on the HCPSS website. You can select the content you are interested in learning

more about to support your child’s learning at home. The mathematics family support center and the

English/Language Arts pages by grade include activities and lessons for the major skills taught in each

grade. These include how to help your child pick a “just right book” to read at home, and the

compensation strategy for addition and subtraction.

Should you have further questions about your child’s progress and learning, please save the date for

parent conferences the afternoon/evenings the week of November 25th. Watch for more detailed

information in upcoming Tiger Tales and school news about how to schedule your parent/teacher

conference. Thank you for being a partner in your child’s education!

School Picture Retake Day

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F3Qf5rhYZTIvYCyo5eQEItw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRo8j3hP0QgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL2FjYWRlbWljcy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmcOYQoRZ2TgIFhSGGhlYXRoZXJfbW9yYWZmQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Cheather_moraff%40hcpss.org%7C12940f0a8fff47a774ed08dceeaba6e6%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638647668235475161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w6CFi5FHu2ZQ9Q571IefrbOWMJKWQ0ViKRVx1qw9e3k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FxjOnV24ke2CigBbVd7ug1Q~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRo8j3hP0QjaHR0cHM6Ly9oY3Bzc2ZhbWlseW1hdGgud2VlYmx5LmNvbS9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmcOYQoRZ2TgIFhSGGhlYXRoZXJfbW9yYWZmQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Cheather_moraff%40hcpss.org%7C12940f0a8fff47a774ed08dceeaba6e6%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638647668235500874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hv7JwIcRYf8QcJrFRHdZqPj79r9lp%2BdT8f9G2Ah0MGk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fzd93nkyPwcLrVlNt7SU4xA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRo8j3hP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL2FjYWRlbWljcy9lbmdsaXNoLWxhbmd1YWdlLWFydHMvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnDmEKEWdk4CBYUhhoZWF0aGVyX21vcmFmZkBoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Cheather_moraff%40hcpss.org%7C12940f0a8fff47a774ed08dceeaba6e6%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638647668235518375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ptkbpBzya4GD2if%2B9EXqFK%2BDn0pHMPR6Dv1il6OXiB0%3D&reserved=0


School Picture Retake Day is November 20 for students in need of a retake or for those
who were absent. The photographer will be here from 8:45am -10:00am.

The entire portrait package must be returned to the photographer to have pictures
retaken. Please have your child bring the portrait package to the photographer on
retake day.

Please print this order form or visit www.schoolpix.com to order additional portraits.

Standards-Based Instruction and Reporting

Starting this school year, HCPSS will report student academic progress in grades 3rd
through 5th using standards-based reporting. This change occurred during the school
year 2023-2024 for PreK to 2. To learn more about standards-based instruction and
reporting, visit parent resources at this link.

Free Chromebooks for Qualifying Families

As part of a grant from the State of Maryland’s Connected Devices Program, our school
is partnering with the Bright Minds Foundation and the Howard County Government to
provide qualifying families with one free Chromebook and charger per household. This
free new HP Chromebook can be used by your family to connect with our schools,
access community services, or for any other purpose that would be of benefit to you.
In order to qualify for a free Chromebook and charger, you must meet the following
criteria:

● Your family has not already received a free device from one of these
organizations: Community Action Council of Howard County, Howard County
Office of Children and Families, or Making Change;

● You are the parent or legal guardian of a student currently enrolled in HCPSS;
● You meet one of the income qualifications outlined on the application form; and,
● The application form is fully completed.

If you qualify for a Chromebook and have completed the Google Form application, you
will be notified by Hammond Elementary School when the device is available in
November/December for pick up. At that time, an adult family member (at least 18 years
old) will need to come to the school to receive the device. When you pick up the device,
you will receive information about setting up the device and how to access technical
support. These are not HCPSS devices, and will not come loaded with any HCPSS
educational applications. HCPSS is not responsible or liable for the operation, loss, or
repair of your Chromebook or charger. Families will be responsible for their own internet
service. Families will have 5 days to exchange any non-functioning devices. Please

https://hes.hcpss.org/file/654
http://www.schoolpix.com
https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/208494/pages/elementary-standards-based-instruction-and-reporting-for-families-home-page
https://brightmindsfoundation.org/


read the instructions and complete the Free Chromebooks for Eligible HCPSS Parents
or Guardians Google Form at this link by Friday November 1, 2024. If you have any
questions, please contact Sara Koerber, Instructional Technology Teacher.

We look forward to partnering with the Bright Minds Foundations, Howard County
Government, and you for this incredible opportunity!

A Note from Music

Orchestra and Band Winter Concerts

Our Hammond ES Orchestra and Band Winter Concerts will take place on Monday,
January 13 in the Hammond MS Gym. More information will be shared in the next few

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWkgsUoaSqgOe18k1HeC0NDfd-_MSlB-BXCorn2IrgPraeNg/viewform?usp=sf_link


weeks. Please contact Mrs. Jacobs (Orchestra) or Mr. Obrigewitch (Band) with any
questions.

Chorus at Hammond

Our 4th and 5th grade chorus students have started working with our two music
teachers, Mr. Burrows and Mrs. Sanders. We have over 90 students singing in chorus
this year! We are excited to hear them sing in our two upcoming concerts. We will
share the concerts with the Hammond Middle School choruses. Save the date for our
Winter Concert at Hammond High School on Wednesday, December 18 at 7pm.

End of Quarter 1 Celebrations

It is hard to believe, but Quarter 1 is coming to an end on October 30. We will mark the
day with grade appropriate celebrations at the end of the school day on October 30. To
see the details click on the links below.

Grades K-1

Grades 2-5

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King

This year, the Howard County Office of Human Rights and Equity have several exciting
opportunities for students to engage with Dr. King’s vision of equality, justice, and
community service. Additionally, all the awards come with cash prizes.

Poster Contest: Open to Elementary, Middle, and High School students, participants
can visually express their interpretation of Dr. King's dream through creative poster
designs. All entries must be received by November 15.

For more information, including deadlines and submission guidelines, please visit
https://bit.ly/2025MLKContests.

https://hes.hcpss.org/file/650
https://hes.hcpss.org/file/649
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2025MLKContests&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7C536462273ca64c28250108dcdcb778e3%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638627927769235437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qUeX4l7tKJfAZZcO4JmMVlFh1gRO2rmZB%2BebgBB2euU%3D&reserved=0


Young Authors’ Contest

The Howard County Literacy Association invites students in grades 1-5 to submit their
original poems and/or short stories to the annual writing contest called The Young
Authors' Contest.

Click here to view the slides describing the contest rules: Contest Slides All entries
must be submitted as a Word document. In addition, all entries must have a completed
YAC Cover Sheet sent as a PDF. Click here to make a copy: Cover Sheet

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1eTXH6FPGG4DEd54mUJ6rpqM2GSmDCY15z4d5zfhWnLk%2Fedit%23slide%3Did.p1&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7Cc4d9baf886cc47062f6508dcdb272bf7%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626208496320072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b%2FX6xuLe25rWZZg2sfYVtnBQ5H4kZvyX4x3UmYSUy4Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1jXd8qMoMFCT05Azxq-eb7YfDB072nRy8%2Fcopy&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7Cc4d9baf886cc47062f6508dcdb272bf7%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626208496341708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MfBLp%2FkAiXaLmQX9tEoSZi79CxzpNsyPi46NNebf5KE%3D&reserved=0


Submissions may be emailed to Paula Stehle at paula_stehle@hcpss.org and
Elizabeth Kluh at elizabeth_kluh@hcpss.org by December 20, 2024. Contact Mrs.
Stehle and Mrs. Kluh with any questions. All Young Authors’ Contest information can
be found on the HCLA website. Howard County Literacy Association welcomes
parents as members. Visit the HCLA Welcome Page for information about joining.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhocoreads.weebly.com%2Fyoung-authors-contest.html&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7Cc4d9baf886cc47062f6508dcdb272bf7%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626208496357597%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cZrboLWgVI6coyQz74XwnvpxGz9g%2FxVwQN9TIAIiI%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhocoreads.weebly.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLisa_Castaneda%40hcpss.org%7Cc4d9baf886cc47062f6508dcdb272bf7%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626208496373211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LTrdHCrY1T4cDi5t%2FMl4ggigagcxAaQdSDkVekAE8uY%3D&reserved=0


Hammond Pride Fridays



Important Dates

10/28 Flu Clinic - Flu and Covid shot Clinic at school

10/30 End of Quarter 1

10/31 Schools Closed for students

11/5 Election Day - Schools & Offices closed

11/8 Report Cards available at 4pm

11/8 Window opens to schedule Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/14 Hearing & Vision Clinic

11/21 Hearing & Vision Clinic - RESCREENING

11/21 Parent-Teacher Conference scheduling window closes at 4:00 pm

11/25 School closes 3 hours early

11/25 In-Person Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/26 School closes 3 hours early

11/26 Virtual Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/27 School closed

11/27 Virtual Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/28 School closed

11/29 School closed

12/9 Orchestra and Band Winter Concerts at HMS gym


