
Chanukah 2023

Community Chanukah Celebrations!

Chanukah, the Jewish festival of rededication, also known as the festival of
lights, is an eight-day festival beginning on the 25th day of the Jewish
month of Kislev.The holiday moves throughout the calendar from as early
as late November into early January due to differences in the Jewish and
Gregorian calendars. Chanukah commemorates the persecution of the
Jews by Syrian Greek rulers in the 2nd century B.C.E. A people's rebellion
ended their rule and the victors, led by a group called the Maccabees,
rededicated the desecrated Temple in Jerusalem and rekindled the
Menorah (7 branch oil lamp) that had been defiled. The holiday is
celebrated by lighting candles in a Chanukah menorah or Chanukiah,
which has 9 branches - one for the utility candle and 8 for the 8 days of
the holiday. Other observances include festival songs and eating foods
cooked in oil, particularly donuts called sufganiyot (Sephardic and Israeli
tradition) and potato pancakes called latkes (Ashkenazic tradition). Gift
giving, including gelt (chocolate coins or money) have also recently been
added to the tradition. For more specific ritual observances and
instructions, see https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hannukah. 

Tuesday, December 12 (6-7 pm)
Main Street and Ellicott Mills Rd

8394 Main St
Ellicott City, MD 21043

Wednesday, December 13 (6-7 pm)
Turf Valley Towne Square

11075 Resort Rd
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Thursday, December 14th (6-7 pm)
Dorsey's Search Village Center

4765 Dorsey Hall Dr
Ellicott City, MD 21042

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishvirtuallibrary.org%2Fchanukah-table-of-contents&data=05%7C01%7CAlyson_Mitchel%40hcpss.org%7Cf5cadbf4392b4c57e5e308dbf736a7a7%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638375586330345667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lAPYiq4CYx1LYEaLIHUZn8wT4lJ8RejAORvP3v1tekU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishvirtuallibrary.org%2Fthe-jewish-calendar%23Months&data=05%7C01%7CAlyson_Mitchel%40hcpss.org%7Cf5cadbf4392b4c57e5e308dbf736a7a7%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638375586330345667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CjQj4g5FIlLpHnQu0v%2FdetG%2FimPTWFx50C%2BzcE7ahng%3D&reserved=0
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hannukah


Christmas 2023
Christmas means "Christ-mass." Although the date is a
guess, the tradition of observing it goes back to at least the
fourth century. Under the influence of the church, Christian
traditions replaced pagan solstice festivals throughout
Europe. Christmas Eve is celebrated in anticipation of
Christmas day. Many other varying cultural traditions and
experiences are also associated with Christmas Eve around
the world, including the gathering of family and friends, the
singing of Christmas carols, the illumination and enjoyment
of Christmas lights, trees, and other decorations, the
wrapping and/or opening of gifts, and general preparation
for Christmas Day. 

Christians celebrate Christmas Day as the anniversary of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, a
spiritual leader whose teachings form the basis of their religion. No one knows for sure on
what day Christ was born. Dionysus Exiguus, a sixth-century monk, who was the first to date
all of history from December 25th, the year of our Lord 1. Popular customs include
exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees, attending church, sharing meals with family
and friends and, of course, waiting for Santa Claus to arrive. Christian stories replaced the
heathen tales, but the practices hung on. Candles continued to be lit. Kissing under the
mistletoe remained common in Scandinavian countries. But over the years, gift exchanges
became connected with the name of St. Nicholas, a real but legendary figure of 4th century
Lycia (a province of Asia). A charitable man, he threw gifts into homes.

Check it Out!
History of Christmas

from History.com

Merriweather Symphony
of Lights

November 23, 2023 - January 1, 2024

Community Events
The 2023 Great Lisbon FARMERS FEED

THE HUNGRY Christmas Parade
Historic Town of Lisbon

15928 Frederick Rd. 
Woodbine, MD 21797
Parade starts at Noon!

Click here for more info

Barnyard Light feat. Live Nativity
Christmas at Mary's Land Farm

4979 Sheppard Ln.
Ellicott City, MD 21042

2023 HoCo Holiday Lights Map

https://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas
https://www.merriweatherlights.com/
https://www.merriweatherlights.com/
https://www.visithowardcounty.com/events/?imgoing-event=the-2023-great-lisbon-farmers-feed-the-hungry-christmas-parade-6557a64b27463b3d77012082
https://www.visithowardcounty.com/events/?imgoing-event=the-2023-great-lisbon-farmers-feed-the-hungry-christmas-parade-6557a64b27463b3d77012082
https://www.visithowardcounty.com/events/?imgoing-event=the-2023-great-lisbon-farmers-feed-the-hungry-christmas-parade-6557a64b27463b3d77012082
https://www.visithowardcounty.com/events/?imgoing-event=barnyard-light-walkthought-feat-live-nativity---christmas-at-marys-land-farm-654cbe6f1a0c2c3608e20b23
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/HolidayLightsFinder_View/main_Desktop.aspx


Kwanzaa 2023
What is Kwanzaa?

Kwanzaa is a Swahili word that means "first"
and signifies the first fruits of the harvest.
From December 26 to January 1, many
African-American people celebrate Kwanzaa.

Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor and
chairman of Black Studies at California State
University, Long Beach, created Kwanzaa in
1966. After the Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr.
Karenga searched for ways to bring African
Americans together as a community. He
founded US, a cultural organization, and
started to research African “first fruit”
(harvest) celebrations. Karenga combined
aspects of several different harvest
celebrations, such as those of the Ashanti
and those of the Zulu, to form the basis of
Kwanzaa.

Celebrate in HoCo!
Kwanzaa Celebration 2022

Wednesday, December 28th at 5:30 pm
Harriet Tubman Cultural Center

Resources
Kwanzaa from History.com

Five Kwanzaa Celebrations Around the
Country from New York Times

The Seven Principles of Kwanzaa

Unity: Umoja 
To strive for and maintain unity in the family, community, nation, and race.
Self-determination: Kujichagulia 
To define ourselves, name ourselves, create for ourselves, and speak for ourselves.
Collective Work and Responsibility: Ujima 
To build and maintain our community together and make our brother’s and sister’s problems our
problems and to solve them together.
Cooperative Economics: Ujamaa 
To build and maintain our own stores, shops, and other businesses and to profit from them
together.
Purpose: Nia 
To make our collective vocation the building and developing of our community in order to
restore our people to their traditional greatness.
Creativity: Kuumba 
To do always as much as we can, in the way we can, in order to leave our community more
beautiful and beneficial than we inherited it.
Faith: Imani 
To believe with all our heart in our people, our parents, our teachers, our leaders, and the
righteousness and victory of our struggle.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kwanzaa-celebration-2022-tickets-459127612047
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/kwanzaa-history
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/21/dining/kwanzaa-celebration.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/21/dining/kwanzaa-celebration.html


Making Classrooms More Inclusive for Multilingual Learners
For tips on making classrooms more inclusive for multilingual
learners, click on the link above.

Luminus Network for New Americans
The Luminus Network for New Americans is a local network that
provides support services and key resources for immigrants from
more than 90 countries. Luminus stresses the importance of
making sure that all people deserve belonging, are provided with
resources to information and access to resources that will help
shape their lives and brighten their future. See link above.

Resources

Collaboration with Multilingual
Achievement Liaisons  

Student Access and Achievement Program supports various school-based
acceleration and enrichment programs offered during the school day, after school
hours, and beyond the school year. The goal of Student Access and Achievement is
to provide support for our school system’s efforts to accelerate the academic
achievement of all students, especially Black/African American, Hispanic/Latiné,
multilingual, and English Language Learners. Multilingual Achievement Liaisons
collaborate with students, staff, families, and community members to accelerate
the academic achievement of all multilingual students. Multilingual Achievement
Liaisons provide support to one or more school communities. 

Multilingual Achievement Liaisons are placed based on several criteria which
includes the number of students who are multilingual, may participate in ESOL
programs and the number of parents who need language assistance. Currently,
there are 9 full time and 5 temporary staff serving 16 schools, which have the
highest number of the above-mentioned variables. For a list of Multilingual
Achievement Liaisons in HCPSS, see the following page. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYqTM0caS3o
https://www.beluminus.org/




Check out this amazing resource
from Lake Elkhorn MS!



Topic:
On Thursday, December 14th from 4:30pm-6:00pm, the Achieving Academic
Equity & Excellence for Black Boys (AAEEBB) initiative will host Dr. Kelsie Reed.

Session Overview:
This presentation is dedicated to reframing the educational perception of Black
boys away from a deficit model towards one that recognizes and fosters their
inherent potential. It seeks to challenge and transform the biases that lead to the
overidentification of Black boys in special education, advocating for a strength-
based, culturally responsive approach. The goal is to empower educators with the
mindset and tools necessary to nurture the brilliance of Black youth, thereby
driving systemic change and educational equity.

Speaker Profile:
Dr. Kelsie Reed is a nationally certified school psychologist in Prince George's
County Public Schools. Dr. Reed is passionate about disrupting the school-to-
prison pipeline, dismantling deficit thinking in education, and supporting the
needs of youth through strength-based approaches. Dr. Reed is co-author of the
best selling education book, Hacking Deficit Thinking: 8 reframes that will change
the way you think about strength-based practices and equity in schools. She is
also the founder of the Strength-Based Collective where strength-based research,
tools, and resources are distributed to educators and parents. Through her
research, practice, and advocacy work, Dr. Reed aims to inspire others to foster a
more equitable and inclusive society, where individuals of all backgrounds feel
seen, heard, and empowered.

Register Here

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aaeebb-reframing-our-perception-of-black-boys-tickets-773310150477?aff=oddtdtcreator



